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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic condition of
farmers (2) sugarcane production and marketing condition of farmers (3) extension needs in sugarcane
production and marketing of farmers (4) problems and suggestions of farmers.

Research methodology: Population in this research was a number of 1,354 sugarcane farmers
in small scale of inappropriate paddy rice area in Khumuang District, Buri Ram Province in production
cycle 2012/2013. A number of 140 samples were selected by simple random sampling. Data was
gathered by interview and analyzed by percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean and
standard deviation.

Findings from the study were as follows: (1) Most of the studied farmers were male with the
average age at 46.94 years. Most of them completed lower primary school. Their average experience
in sugarcane plantation was 7.28 years. Almost all of them were members of Sugarcane Farmers
Association, Buri Ram Province. Most of them were customers of the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives. They had been trained on sugarcane plantation by Buri Ram Sugar Factory.
Their average membership duration in Sugarcane Farmers Association was 6.85 years. Their average
agricultural area was 20.71 rai. Their average sugarcane planted area was 11.62 rai. Their average
number of household labor for sugarcane plantation was 2.23 persons. The majority of them owned
their agricultural machinery for sugarcane plantation. They mainly relied on seasonal rainfall. Their
average income from agricultural sector was 199,945.29 baht/year. Their average income from
sugarcane plantation was 166,996.43 baht/year. Their average income from non-agricultural sector
was 40,109.29 baht/year. Most of them obtained the average loan, 49,042.06 baht from Buri Ram
Sugar Factory. Their average production cost was 8,385.50 baht/rai, average yield 13.00 ton/rai with
average C.C.S 12.82, average products price 1,141.43 baht/ton, and average net income (profit)
6,448.49 baht/rai. (2) Almost all of them planted Khon Kaen 3 variety between November — February
using planter. Their average utilization of chemical substance to eradicate weeds flora was 2.24
times/year. Their average inspection of sugarcane plots was 9.41 times/month, keeping 3 sugarcane
stumps and harvest by hired labor. After cutting, sugarcane would be taken to trucks; burnt sugarcane
would be cut and transferred to sugar factory. The average distance from sugarcane plot to purchasing
point was 13.27 km. However, price was checked prior to selling. (3) What they needed most at high
level included production and organic fertilizer application, planting, selling and purchasing sugarcane,
forming group for bargaining power, supplying high quality and low priced raw materials. (4) Their
problems at high level were equipments, chemical fertilizer, chemical substance and high cost of labor
and high production cost/rai. They proposed to form group of community sugarcane farmers, seek
technology for sugarcane production, decrease chemical fertilizer and chemical substance. While
suggestions from research were to decrease production cost, training be organized to transfer
production and marketing knowledge to farmers i.e. planting sugarcane, fertilizer application according
to soil analysis for instance. Promotion campaign be launched and measures be set when cutting fresh
and clean sugarcane for factory.

Keywords: Sugarcane pproduction, Marketing, Inappropriate paddy rice area, Buri Ram Province
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